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Rapid, unrelenting globalization 

Mobile, global workforce 

Emerging economies in the East 

Rising natural resource competition 



The challenges and opportunities 

We can do this.  We can build the 21st century Iowa economy – together. 
 
A new, more muscular engagement from the University of Iowa 

Perpetual, “generational” change – every five years 



Knowledge creation and global reach 
Lifelong education and skills refresh 
Economic development and innovation 

Global and regional competitiveness 
Complex problems collaboration & insights 
New partnerships with business 

Government Academia Industry 



Embrace business sensibilities  

 
Enhance technology transfer 

http://www.iowajpec.org/
http://www.iowasbdc.org/Default.aspx


Build applied R&D partnerships  

Accelerate entrepreneurship 

 
Take the engagement across the state 

  

http://www.iowajpec.org/
http://www.iowasbdc.org/Default.aspx


UI Ventures program launched 

 
University of Iowa Research Foundation (UIRF) intellectual property management 

University of Iowa Research Park technology company hosting 

 
University of Iowa STEM education partnership with Kirkwood Community College 



Bedell Entrepreneurship Learning Laboratory programs 

University of Iowa business plan and startup competitions 

 
John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center support 





A native of Seekonk, Massachusetts, Ben Clark was named Chief 
Operating Officer of IDx in 2012. He comes to the company after a 
half decade of work in Rhode Island's non-profit sector, most recently 
with The Providence Plan – a “think-and-do” tank that facilitates data-
driven policymaking and models innovation in social service delivery. 
Mr. Clark’s thought leadership on marketing emerging technologies 
has previously been deployed in projects for Best Buy, the University 
of Iowa Research Foundation, and Local to Local. Mr. Clark graduated 
with honors from Brown University and is currently completing his 
MBA at the University of Iowa. He serves as the Tippie College of 
Business’s Board Fellow for the United Way of Johnson County. 

Ben Clark, COO 



The UI’s strategic entrepreneurship initiative will 
 



Play a new game 

Believe and be bold 

Think globally, act locally 

Collaborate and share credit 

A new, more muscular engagement from the University of Iowa 



University of Iowa Vice President for Research and Economic Development 
http://research.uiowa.edu

University of Iowa Research Foundation (UIRF) 
https://research.uiowa.edu/uirf

University of Iowa Ventures 
https://research.uiowa.edu/uirf/pages/ventures/ventures.html

Bedell Entrepreneurship Learning Laboratory  
http://www.iowajpec.org/bedell

John Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center 
http://www.iowajpec.org

University of Iowa Research Park 
http://researchpark.uiowa.edu

Kirkwood Community College/University of Iowa STEM initiative 
http://now.uiowa.edu/2012/09/ui-kirkwood-partner-strengthen-iowa-k-12-science-math-education

 

 

http://research.uiowa.edu/
https://research.uiowa.edu/uirf
https://research.uiowa.edu/uirf/pages/ventures/ventures.html
http://www.iowajpec.org/bedell
http://www.iowajpec.org/
http://researchpark.uiowa.edu/
http://now.uiowa.edu/2012/09/ui-kirkwood-partner-strengthen-iowa-k-12-science-math-education


Discussion 
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